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COMPILED MORE PITHILY THEN 


HITHERTO HATH BENE PVBLI- 
SHED FN ENGLISH. 


Wherein Y ſary is moſtlively vnfolded, defined, and 


confuted by Divines, Civiline CanoniltsSrans, 
Schoole-men, olde and new VV riters. 


UUith an Explanation of the Statutes now in force concer= 
ning Vſury, very profitable for this preſent Age. - 
| Ambroſwsin 1. Theſfal. 4. Chap. 


Hipetunt inferos, vt ai ſcant verum eſſe in morte 
quod inwita credere noluerunt. : 
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CN EF Tis fo: called becauſe it doth Conſtare de re. 


nn 
iÞ 'The word Yſura1s takenin two gproperly. 
RJ ſenſes or ſfhgnifications: > AAATY 


cfignificth the vic of a thing , as £r4/ams hath 


1 
| well obſerved, that the name of Y ſarze. is taken 
|from « apes Lk onely to this 
1buttoall other things: the very Erymologie of 
.{the worde ſhewerh it;. the, Larines have theſe 


TY tcarmcs ,#. ſure Folis, I ſura Lune, V ſuraTerre, 
| ce: Hereof 24, Bulbnger laid well, Thename 

of vſarre is noteuill, bur the abuſing of itinap- 

plying ittoill tradesand ations... + 


hs — CC 


i} rthe name of Y ſarie is ſo ag bans a ett 
8 | when we take v/#r:e for the increale and aug- 


- | mentation thas ariſeofit, is called ;/ars..of 
= ; the Latiniſtes , becauſe there is recciveda cer- 
Improperty *raine. Tecompence for the vie of the mony , 
6.4 S 192, of. bing. | A 
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1. Fenus naturale., 


There bethree kindes of /” fie) 2. Fans ſpiritnale. 


3. Fenus politicum, 


i. Fanus naturale, is that which comeand increaſe by til- 
lageofthe ground. This »ſ#r/eis lawfull, becaulc itisthe or- 
dinance of God inthe beginning. Carr is called atiller of the 
ground, many of our fore-fathers haue growenrich by this v/- 
ſurie as Abraham, Lot, and others . It isſo neceſfaric that 
nocommon wealth can ſtand withoutitz; Menander doeth 
call the /axd-i#ft, becauſe in yeelding fruit it doeththe dutic of 
agoodground and therefore we were yniult if we ſhoulde 
notreape it. 


; | . Giving of Almes. 
2. Panus ſpirituale, whereof be 
rwo fortes, 


Us. Imploying of Goth gifts. 


Grving of Almes, is gencrally commended inthe Scriptares, 
and hethar giveth isas it were fanerator Domini and ſhall be 
well rewarded: for Salomon faith, hethatgiverh tothe poore 
ſhall notlacke. Spas 

The imploying of the giftes and graces of God docth yeeldin 
che ende aſpirituall increaſe, andthatis meantby the Talent in 


3. Fanus politicurs wherofthere 
bealſo rwe forts, | 
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cotgttinedwhenone doduaty aftfor gin 
rf Bitre 


Fans attuale, is gothany! 
or increaſe,vwh berwo kinds 5 Fans hiberale. 
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Fanus Ts be hethar hi... to make 
ſome recompence, the ſame whuch is received aboye the princi- 
pr FYſaurie,and isnot tobe condemned in two reſpettes. 1. 
uſe itisaduty of thankfulneſſe to make amends for a bene- 
firreceived.T! ycouldſay Ingratus eſt qui gratia bene merentt 
m9 reponit:the Scriptures in many places conderrine vnthankful- 
nee... 2. becauſe it proccedeth of thegivers free-will: &- v0- 
lenti non fit iniuria, ith Tho. Aquinas: for whatis morefree 


U ſure explicate. 
Fanus ex patte whereof here be two ſorts J' 


v ſure paliata. 

F ſara explicats, 15 fuchas itis indeede as when one docth 
eovenantto take 10. inthe hundrethfor ayere. 

V furs paihats,isacloſcandcloked vſurie, aswhenonelene 
dcth money andſhroudcth it vnder ſome other bargaine. 

Fenus mentale is when one lendeth and doth not compaR 
bur hopeth for increafe or gaine. Sole hope maketha man an 
v/arerſathone of CAST ares he tharlendeth.. (laich C#- 
m/s) wer the hopeof gaine is an Yſerer: S. AuguFtine 


vypon one of che Plates faith, if thow doeft but — fo recrng 

more then thy one thow art aV "[urcr. 
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_ Vi hat Vſurie ts. 


* civillLawesin the Code & Y ſaris doe call that Y fury 
which isreceived above the prinapal. 
Aretins (aith, whatſocycr istaken aboyethe principall 


is 6 Pfarke. 
Zodulphus faicth whadoeyer in lending is taken above the 


B © Principal 
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principall is »ſurze. 
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* D. Kimbus writing vpon the 18. of Ezck. doth ſay tharw /ury 
is expreſſed by this addition ofthe pe her, andreceive noin- 
creaſe. This definirion may ſtando farreforthas it doth nor 
condemne fant lrberale or eratuitum. Ups FETEL 

Inthe Decrees cap. vſhr. 14.cauſe & 3. queſt.thatis Yſurie 
equired then was delivered or given. 


when more isr 


- Melanithon faith, »/arie is a gaine demaunded aboue the 


principall only for the pleaſure or benefit ſhewedin lending, -. 


Conſilium Agathen ſe ay, when there is more requiredthen 


islent, that is v ſue. ICs 
- . FThisdefinition differ from the former,here gaineis required, 
there but offered or taken. And this definition dothcur off 7n- 
tere#t,which Melantthon ſaith isadebt one owe toanother by 
the law of nature,8 it isdue by the opinion of Hemingens two 
manner of waies : 1. ex damno habito, 2. ex lucroceſſante. 
Ex dawmohabito,as when I borrow money fot another and 
enter my bond for it, andrake the like of him that recciue the 
mony-Linay lawfully recover that I looſe by the meanes of thar 
mony.Bibop el isof this mindallo. 1 1 
. Ex lucraceſſante, asifaſhop-keeper lend mony freely to his 
neighbour till ſuch a day, hayivg then occafionto vic irat ſome 


fairetolay iroutin wares, if he breake touch the ſhop keeper 
may take ſo muchas heſuſtainedloſſe for want of his 


money to lay our. < 
Brentias ſaith, whenmen require againe ofthe office of len- 


ding itis/ſarie. This definition is imperfeft: for Hemingeus 


givesaninſtance, If I lend amarchant 100. pound ynder 


- conditions; ihe gaine, Iwill hayethe moicty of the gaines: if 
 kelooſe, ifit benotex ou/ps Larga, Tam content to beare halfe 
theloſle: here isgainerequiredof office butthiscontraR isnor 
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halfepenny oradroppeof water for the money 
vſurie. 
ns TP faith,that adiſh of meate, agarment, or whatſoc- 
yer commeth aboue the principall is vſar7e. 
 Fromtheopinionsand judgements of moſt writers Atul 
uſurie isthus defined. 
It is a lending for gaine by compatt. 


Sothat there dothconcurre neceſlarily 3. things in this kinde 
of deſcribed vſarre. 20 
| '4 lending. 
| Therenuſtbe y lending for gaine. 
Re TAY 4 compatting for gaine. 20 
thetruth of this may pregnantly appeare, cyery ſc 
pointnwſt of neceſitic be prooved. AI 


HatY ſerie isin lending it a inthe 22. of Exod. 
"| /f thou lend mony to mypeople,cc.and in Dew, 23. vnto 
4 ſtranger thou maiſt lend pon v ſarie. Bullinger inctea- 
ting ofthisargument ſaith,thatvſ#ree is commirted only inlen 
ding, Brentius vpon Lev.2. faith as much. D. wilſon faith,there 
can beno/ ſary where there isno Lending. Thad ht to 
haucalledgcd that faying inthe 6.0f Luke, Lend looking for no- 
thing againe: butthat 24. Bucer and 2M, Cabvis ſay it is not. 
meant of Vſarze at all. | 


What Lending ts. 
[_J Emingeur in histreatiſe vpon vſ#ry definethlending thus. 
H Mus Sis eſt rats. Lending isa contraft which 
transfer the right 8 domini6 of a thing to another without #- 
$erpoſuto pretzo,but with promiſe to have the ſame ye” 
| " | 
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The Divines of w/7ttenberge ay, when 9s 5, 7 wry W077. 2 
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 theatath of Fare. 
00,poundforayere,I do not on- 
ly yeeldthe uſe butthe propertic ofit, only rohaue har lend 


inthe ſawue kind without gaine,or if Tlendoyle or wine or any * 


_— " , 
o 
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\ thing ſubicQ-ro lending (which be. ſuch thingsas conſiſt in 


w aizht, Nomber and Meaſare) I muſt obſeryethelike courſe; 
yet Heſjodus ſpeaking hereof willeth the borrawer to deliver 
wſt meaſure & amplius ſiquidem poſsis that he may finde his 


neighbour ready to pleaſure him againe ſs alias indgeas, or as - 


Heming: ſaith, pertinebit adgratitudinem. The Latines make 
adifterenceberweenc Mutatioand Accommoadatio, when any- 
doth mutwwm dare he lookes but for hisowne in cadem thecte, 
but when he doth Accommodare he lookes to receive itin inap- 
Viawo, asifhelends his horſe to hauethe ſame againe and notan 
other,or ifhe lers his houſe,to haue the ſame,andnone other. 
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2. Oſarieisa lending for gaime. 


 FaHatoſarisalcnding for Gaime itappearethby the pto- 


F IF II Thos ha#t taken V ſerie & the increaſe, 

22.12. this worde ##cresſe, is as muchas gaine? as 
when a man lendeth 10. pound 8 take 11. pound : or 20 combs 
barley and take 22. fora ygre, he hath not gncrementurn ex wv ſs. 


_ S: Ambroſe commends himto bea good man that doth lend 


and take noincreaſe. Nehemiah did lendcorne and mony to 
his brethren without looking for gaine. 
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 .. What it is tolend for gaine. 
(mens Biel aiththargaine isthe increaſe ofmony,or the 
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. A Fvalucof any thing that may be prized and meaſured for 


money 


money. VV hoſoeuer fendeth his money,corne; wine, oyle;and 
receiue any thing for the vic of it, isan Yſarer. S. Ambroſe and © 
Hierome (ay there aromapy that willnottake money, but cer- 
tane other gifts, this is / ſari whatſocuer it bethey receiue 
more then theylend,it is / ſure, Muſe.z,7 9. Molt writers con- 
. demne him whichtakemoney or monies worth for lending. 
Hemingeus giueth ſome inſtances; one man borrowes a hun- 


dreth poyndsand offereth vſetor it; thelender refuſero take it, 
but tels him ifhe willbeſtow agowne-cloth of his wite,or the 
ring ofa horſe,ot ſome of S. 4##ens workes,ot ſuch like, 
he will let him haue his money , this is //#rte though it be 
cloaked. PST 2s F 
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3. Yſurieuwalending for game by 
( ompatt. OR 


J*Hatthere is a compatting for Gayze, itappearcth Exod. 
22. the Lord faith, wonS-35 Ly Eo c. thou ſhalt 
not impoſe ſ#rie ypon thy brother, by which appeare 

tobeakinde of compa& AMd.Bezarcarmes himtobe faners- 
tor patti, which take or exattanyrthing by lending; hereof the 
Statute made in anno 11. Henr:77:; chap.8.did forbid w/#rze of 

contraft or couenant. | | 


 Þhhatit is to (Compat... 


'T He CiviliensicarmethataCompat?, whenastwomenor 
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"The Lawyers ſay thereare two <(Patturs tacitum 
kinde of Compact: Seat expreſſum. 


| Paltumtacitumis this, when as conſenmtor agreement is in- 
-- tended;an inſtance hereof appcaresin Numb. 3o. as when the 
parcnts of two children doe debate ofa mariage betweene their 
children, thechildren ſtandby and heare all, bur fay nothing, by 
Glence in the chuldren 3ntenaditur conſenſus. Silence is many 
rimesto be taken asan anſwer berweene the / ſarerand the bo- 
rower:as for cxampleifaman comes to an/ſarer to borrowe 
money,and telshim he will allow him after ten in the 100. al- 
though thewarer faith nothing, this isa kinde of compatt: or 
if one comes to borrowe money, and the w ſarer faith he will 
takeafter ten inthe 100, albeitthe borrower ſaithnothing, bur 
takes the money, it isa kinde of CompaZF: atiditisſo v that 
M. Bucer ſaith , he is counted an impudent man that doth not 
offer vjurie. 


- 


C am. 


raltun exreſini is either > py re a4 


\ 


_ Nadu, kice compaRtis,whenone comes to borrowe 
money, che farer askerh himifhe will giue vſcfor ir, the bor- 
rowerdaith he w:ll,this isſo called, becauſe the ſarer depends 

yponthe borrower whathe will giue. SHETIC 7 


 Veſtitam, thezerten orſhron-  Grhen 


dedcompad iseither in = eriptis.- 


| In verbis,, when theborrower pln his promiſe for the 
paymentof vie. 
In 


In eres _ he. ” wi ae Fu Kee fordevſctin 


wei _ How fare L[urie extendeth. 


Sarie is not onely doked, but alſo aide welt In 
ye other things as in money and therefore the Lorde 
dothnot onely condemne vſurie of money, but alſo v/#- 
rie of meate,vſurie of any thing is put to Þ ſur/e, Deut.23.19, 
S. Hterome ſaith, ſome ſuppoſe there isno vſurrebutirrmo- 
ney. Thisdid the holy Scri ents which take away in- 
creaſe inall otherthings "M. rp eos” RO 
. mittediarhevſcof ng houſe 
__ Hemingens ſaih, that vſurie iododmdired] inkndingof all 
things, anddoth hide ny ar nee 'of contracts, as 
| buying;ſclling, lendin excliang topanne 
Byrthe TIE of r prin Oſurte is raken lo argey 
that it comprehendeth buyingandfelling/ - * |: 
M. Calvin faith, Multi contrattus ab bominibus vaſris 


pecan fro hit ob ab] 


que mentions femoris an. oof ahiteribns; ;mponitur. Calvin. 
8 Harmo. AN 1 At L\ LI 33s | . 


8" 


So that this generally toucheth Merchants, Shop-ki 
Corne-mongers , and I others that have raving ang: 
"que in the cormmon-weale: Yet wem cede that bve - 
doe'not condemn All profirable-and 1 al riQts}as 
mingeus Gith, pretextaw ſur propter ſmulttudinems” for that 
Inno! arc tf, no c6itraCtisto eo qe eVariter 
4 gut ep EE thi on [tVvea 
 ceffaric toknoweloine of the greateſt©/ries hatthe 
nM . 


ou ch] is rthe greateſt V/arie 


our F ſurie in money were all one with that ofthe /cwes, 
the queſtion were ſoone anſwered: for they tooke after 60. 
7080. inthe 100, Itappearcsin Gref#ons Chronicle that a- 
bout theyeeteof our Lord 1264. andinthe 47. yeere of the 
raignc of Hevry the3: King of England, fiue. hundreth Iewes 
were ſlaine by the Caizem of London, becauſe one Iewe 
would hauc forced a Chriſtian man to pay more then rwo 
pence forthewſarje of rentie ſhillings the weeke: as for our = 
-vſ/arie inmoncy after the rare = 5 inthe100. it comesnot 
toanihalſe-pennya weeke for twentic (hn andtherctorcl 
akeixrobethelcaſtwſorjerhatis ved this PER 


[be "Wa ares rand Ma ar DG oa = 


Y. qhpoohitars oration? 10. 

_ a oe dia war&doth makehis rare 
mt® to his owneconentment. Jamoney they rſt yponthe 
 conſcieyce ofthe bacrawer whathe will beſtow(for our laws 
allow Co for ve: / In warc hone Et: 
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whatthey 
taken 
_ Inmoney, the allowanceis ſcene and knowne to others after 
10. inthe100, In wares, the gaynes that aregot be ſecretand 
concealed to them (elues. One will notlet to boaſt he hath ſaucd 
abouc30. inthe 100. when the other durſtnot ſay he hath ta- 
ken aboue 10. inthe 100. for money. | | 

It is ordinarie with occupyers to proportion the price of 
their wares according to the time of paymentas well as v/#- 
rers. . = 

Many occupyers will often yſe theſe ſhifts whereof they 
haueno yſcin money. 

They will mixethcir waresif they be ill with better, ifgood 
with worſe, and ſo by chopping both away togither decciue 
the buyer. 

Thy will giue bad meaſure, and vſc falſe waights, whereof 
the Prophet A/cah complainerh, Areyerthetreaſures of wic- 
kednes1athe houſe of the wicked and the ſcant meaſure that is 
abhominable, ſhall ] inſtific the wicked ballances and the bagge 
of dcceitfull waights, Micah 6.10.11. Ley 

To ſctafayregloſle for gayne of their counterfeit ware,they 
will vic Ly/ze and Swearing, they are ſo carried withthe ſa- 
uour of gayne, that they make no conſcience of a lyc, but as 
the Prophet ſaich, They hawe taught their mouthes to lye ler. 9. 
$- andtharthey may be the berter beleeued when they lye, they 
_ _ ſwearing; for cuſtome ants doincka on thar 

nke periurie no impictic but worldly pollicie, and ther- 
foreit istruethe ſame Prophet ſaith, As « Po lf biras, ſo 
are there houſes full of arceit, thereby they are become great 
andwaxenrich,ler5 27. 


gaine, nor howe ſoonethey make (ale, fo they may 
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2. Corne or (Grayne. 


Echatputs out an 100. poundfor ayeere, may not take 
aboue 10. pound for the lone, albcitthe borrower may 
** peraduenture gayne aboue 30. or 40. pound withthe 


| money, but hethatlateth out 100. poundin Corze doth ſome- 


time gaine aboue 50.yca ſometime 100.in the 100. fornotlong 
ſince the price of Corne fo incteaſed,that neceſbitic willed many 
rather ro pay the { of their bers. then to make deliuerie 


of their bargains;hereupon ſome vnreaſonableCorn-mongers, 


. Malſtars,and ſuch like were gricued becauſe they rooke nobils, 
| .asdiſcontentofdoublegainesby their bonds. 


Itisacommon prattie in this countrey,ifapopre mancome 


_ toborrow money of a Malſter, he wil nor lend any,burttels him 


if he will ſell ſome barley he will gige him "th the order of 
fore-hand buyers, the man beeing driucn to diſtreſle, ſels his 
cornefarre a foote, that whenit comes to be deliuered he 


| looſeth halke in halfe, oftentimes double the yalue. 


I kauc heatd many ot theſe fore-hand ſellers ſay,that they had 
rather allowe after 20. pound1n the 100. for moncy, then to 
ſell theſe fore-hand bargaines ofcorne. =. 

- Theſe aremoſt extreame Y/ſaries, and they haueno colour 
to excuſe ir, burarcaſon of Gabrie/lByel: for that theprice of 


. Corne is caſuall in | riſing and falling: this is ſoone anſwered, 


howſocuer it may ſceme caſuall at the-buying,the commoditie 
being delivered, itis certen atthe receipr, and therefore this can 
eonacaculc tO warrant excclsiue gayne. 

 Malſters 


eMallers and ( Ornemongers may 


v ſe more atceit then Mony-maſters. 


F money be not put forth there comeno1ncreale by keepi 
Je it, that wind inthe 1dle ſeruantby the Talenc, Ye 

cannot be content to make preſent ſale of their corne for a 
reaſonable price,but many doe 27 and keepe their corne of 
purpoſe toinhaunce the price, and fo oppreſle the poore, asthe ], 
Propher{tpeaking in their perſon) ſaith, That we mx2y buy the 
poore for ſiluer, and the needie for ſhoes, Amos $8. andby kee- 
ping of it they doc not ondy raife the price, but impaire the 
corne, making it vafanoric at the ſale: therefore 1n the fame 
placeit followes, Tea and ſel{the refuſe of wheate. 

In money they carftiot be deceined of their iuſt ſome, if they 
haue their fight, but in Corne they will abridge the meaſure 
many waies by deceit, when one leaſt ſuſpeRts,or can belt ſee, | 
which the hy well perceiued: for he faith that they make 
the Ephah ſmall, andthe ſuckellgreat, and faljifie the waizhts by 
aecert, Amos $.F. 
| In moneytheyraynotexceede therateof10.inthetoH. Tn 

corne they gaine by buying, and by giuing day inthe ſale to 0- 
thers they will gayne by the time. ____ > 

AriFtotle (auth well, fernus eff quaſi fetus: for I take this to 
beoneofthemoſtexrreame Yſuriesin theland. Therefote M. 
Catvin ſaith, ſure nibilo deterior crit quam emptiosin $.prac. 
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3. Lands and T enement<s, 


Here _ ſome that hire houſe and lande after 20. pound 


-theycare,andaregood gayners byit, and yet they letthe 
fame to othersand make after 60. pound the yeare, this 


Cale 15 too common. 


I have knowne others that haue laid out ſome $00.pound in 

urchaſe, and inlefle ſpace thena yeere haue ſold the fame again 
PET to another and readie payment. re, 9 FG 

Inotetheſe but by the way, butindeede if we would knowe 


the reaſon why Corne,Cattelland ſuchother commodities are | 
ſo deareart thisday, morethen in other times before paſſed, we 

ſhall finde this to be the cauſe; the racking and vnreaſonable 
rentsof houſe andlande: for itignowe come to this paſſe, that 
Farmarscannotafford their commodities atindifferent prizes, 
for if they ſhould, their extreame revs would inforce themto 


- : 


runneaways > 


owe wg houſe andland are uet'couy ve 5a of 
money, which is very varcaſonable if butia thisre ( 
Las are cm 2 and certen, but money isſubieQto 
nanFortuics aud Siucreures, axhp ee rponthe hand: 
ling hereafter ofthe Statute 13 Elizabeth, + 

. To ſpeake generally of all inds of  ſarie were tootedious, 
buttheſe may giue alight tothereſt, notwighſtandiog his isro 
be noted as an vniuerſall obſeruation, that he which hathbur 
100. pormnd, and puts it forth, ſhall-hardly maintaine his family - 


withthelone of 10. pound Scyermany an one w———_—_ . 


ſelfe and his charge with leſſe then 
famein pt; and rraffique in otherthings. 

If the Lord will not permit any Vſury in money , much 
leſſe will he ſuffer others in their ſeyerall callings to exaQt vn- 


reſonable gaine: for he doth not onely forbid one but the 0- 
ther. Deur.23. 


Flow and inwhat fort Uſurie ts condem- 
ned by the word ef God. : 


"P Here be many places of proofe for this purpoſe, ſome 


wherecof follow. 


Exodus. 22. Plalm.15. Pal. 55. 
. Levitic. 25. adProvat | Som: adde tet) 
Deuter. 23. Ezck. 18.& Plal73 


Meorall. 
The whole Law is divided into three parts 3 Indiciall 
I\*& Ceremonial. 
Itis much diſputable among writers which of theſe three 
ſhould apprehend Y arte; irwere in vaine here to exprcſlc 
their variable opinions: but I will briefly deliver the tudgemets 
of the learneder fart. 


The matter of v/a#rieis Political or Tudicialt. © 
. . JOttev.preveptum. 375 _ 
Jn Calvin in ponds in Exod Levilt. ee. 
So fay\) Philip. Melanithon in Epitom: Philo ſophie mor aths. 


axens Acthie.ſoper proce oltau. nd many others = 
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lawes, 
” Calvin. in Inftitut. lib.4..cap.20. ſett.15.16. 


Appeares by D.Pet. Martyr. ſup. 1. lib. Samn.cap. 25. ett. 42. 
M. Beza.in decima Epiſtola, and many others. 


. 


Sothat from hence isto be obſcrved, that the approbation, 
diſprobation, tolleration, and moderation of ure, 
vpon the Magiſtrate, Hereof ſaicth 24. Calvin, The Y ſarer 
muſt take heede that heexcecde nat thatrate of the Countrey 
where heliveth. Bulknzer (aich, The Magiſtrate muſt k 
the Y ſarer in with good lawes. | Labother is of that opinion. 
Z winglins de aupl. Inſt ic. ſaith, I thinke of Yſurie thus, when the 
lawes of a Magiſtrate doc permit it, it may be vſed, bur if the 
Magiſtrate forbid ir, it muſt ofall ſortes be obeyed . Heminge- 


&s is of that mind. 


. Lawes made againft Uſarie. 


HeEmperour Leo did make a Law againſt v/arie that 
whatſocyer any man did rake, ſhoulde be received inco 
the principall. Hermenopol l;b.z. tit.7x. —_— 

Pope Martiwinthe couaſclihe called did forbid / ary, and 


, #entc/inamvſaram,andthatgaine which was gotby any fil 


thy trade. 2x concil. Ma.P aps. 


an manſhould bean wſarcr. 


_ Pope ZrodudlikewileforbidtheFameas forry any.Cluiſti- 


. _— 


=_ 


Or Dr the iferkees Fo farert. 4. RP" = 
In the Synod of Nicen, wherein were aſſembled threehun- 
dred and cightcene ahers, | in a Canon ey: made didcon- 
demneall v/wrie. in Decrer. 47. 
There were many decrces to forbid v ſarze in phe Clargie. 
If he did put out money to vſ#r/e he ſhould be none of the 
Clargic. 33.4. Martis d. 46. ſeditio. 
If he woke 12. inthe 100. more orleſſe he ſhould be degra- 
dedand made irreguler. Concert. Nicen.)8. 
-aſpended from the Communion. 
There were Canons made | excomunicated out of the church. 
for the Laicty , being an} not capable to makea will of bis 


vſurer he was 
IE ro be id tO Chriſtian 
_ *burall. 
Yea, the Canon Lawe ſaith, No man need to care what be- 
come of an vſurer, | 
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Lawes made to moderate Uſurte. 
oy made alaw among the Athenians andhe did allowe 


de centum aureis [imgulis menſibus aureus Vnus. Heming. 

- The Romane Emperour I#ſtinius ordeined alawin his 
time for thetollerating of 4. 6.8. 12. inthe 100. according to 
thedegrees of men. Heming. 

Tully Ekek mention in histime of RS Lawe, how at 
the firſt there was graunted 1. inthe 100. akerward 4. i in the 
IOO. 

The Civill lawes in the Code de ſari doe permit the hun- 
dred and halte hundred parr. . 

By th- law of Panatct and Conitantine, V. fury is tollcrated _ 
in — ſort, 


RE 
”Y 


Statutes 


be * arieg. 


pen onannonas 


FE tatutes and Lawes made by Kings and 
Goycroours within this land concerning 


V farie. 


and before the Raine of King Henry 3. the Lawes for 
Vſury did conlilt in the holy Canons of the Church and 
were puniſhable by them. Iread of Tuſtinins the Emperour 
how inhis Conſtitution he did ordaine that the holy Canons 
of the Church ſhould hauepower and authoritic againſtthe 
Lawes of Vſury. 
. Theſe Lawes being o ſtraight and gen-rall the ſaide King 
Henry inthe 20. yeere of his raigne caP. 5. did make this pro- 
viſe for hebenefic of Ocphans only. 


J”* is provided and gramtedby the King that from henceforth | 
vſuries ſhall not tarne againſt any being within age from the 
tine of the death of bis Aunceſtour (whoſe heire be 5s) wnto 
his lawfullaze. So Crenblgh that the payment of the princi. 
- pal debt with the 1 ſurie that was before the death of his ahuNcea 
Hour (whoſe heire he is) ſhall not remaine. 

Een ſaith, bo or predeceſſours vſed the oder of pu- 
Zo orphans before rhe peltilen c of Yluric hadpro- 
phancd and defiled the Church ,and 64 contented to pea 
thatin them, and innoneel(e. 

Ir appearcth by this braunch that all Ylury is condemned 


fave in orphans, 
L4. Edvard 
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14- Edward. 3. ( hap. s- 


IngEdward madethis Lawe. The King andhis heires 
Koike the Conuſance of V ſurers dead, andthe ordj. 
paries of boly Church ſnall have the Conuſance of vſurers 
en liefe a5 tothem appert aineth to make compulſion by the Cen- 
fares of the holy Church for the ſaene to make reſtitution of 
the vſaries taken againit the lawes of holy Church. 

* Thisisthefirſtlaw atlargethatTIcan for Yſarie inthe 
en rms, 2 carts, wherein all vſ#ry is generally con- 
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* Henry. 7. C hap. 5. 6, 


AlisKing made aſtrict law, eſpecially for theſe damnable 
bargaines of vary coloured by the name of new chen;- 
_ © © ſaxce, ſuch asdeak corruptly init wereto payan hun- 
dred pound. Allo if any man did lend 100. and tooke 
120. more orlefle in money or marchandiſe &c. was to looſe 
his gs Here hee condemned NE DES] IT. 

israignechap. 8.1 rhe at and ina- 
Redcncebanndl | ado 
All maner of per ſon or per ſons lending monie to ana for 4 
ling the ſame lone any 0s. 3a: beſides or above 


$1996, t | | 
the money lemt by vuay of contratt or covenant at the Fine 
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the ſame lone (ſaving lawfill penalties for default of paiment) 
wasto forfcitthe moiety or one halfe of the principall therebe | 


other branches therein concerning corruption by way ofche- 
miſance,%c: | | 

I obſerve fromthishow no vſurze is condemned but that 
which is impoſed ypon the borrower. by way of contradt or 
covenant at the time of the lending, if there wereno contra- 
Qing for gaine there was no va of the Lawe, fo that the 
borroxyer wasnot barred by this, but that he rpight gratifie the 
lender at his owne cleCtion, | 
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37. Henry. 8. Chap. 9. 


"Ing Henry repealed all the Lawesand ſtatutes made con- 
cerning vſ#rie before, and doeth enact, that ifany man 
take above 10.inthe 100. for ayere ormore or leflemo- 
ney after that rate, he ſhould looſe treble the value of the ſumme 
lent, itis ſo likewiſe in cheniſance and wares, diyers other 
clauſes and branches be therein. | Wi 
This Statute is intituled an aft againſt w/arie, it doth not per- 
fwadeany to take Y ſury, bur reſtraine him to certaine orders, 
the husbandman ſuffercth many weedesto grown his grovwnd 
helikesnot,o thislaw dothtolctate that it allowesnotgtremits 
men of puniſhment that rake but1o. in the 100. burirdoeth 
not warrant them to take any arall. Therefore 24. Beza well - 
noted,thar the civill lawes of Princes by reaſon of the impiery of 
the people are oftentimes tollerated whenthey cannot be taken 
away. RE Ini 
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5.8 6* Edward "7 


KR gs Edvvard repealed the former a& of King Henry 
* 8. and forbidderh generally allvſ#rze . Hethattookeany 
ſhould not onely looſe the principall with the yſe, buralſo be 
puniſhed with impriſonment and make fine and ranſome at the 
Kings pleaſure. 
 Thecommonſaying is, ſome will take an ell where is given Mt 
an inch: thatliberty which that man of famous memory, Kiug - KH 
Henry8. gave was abuſed, therefore his ſonne to ayoid an in- Mi: 
_ conveniencedid cut off the occaſion: bur as water being pent I 
doth ſtrivemore ypward, ſo the vſ#rer being reſtrained he 
waxed wore, and therefore this Statute of King Eduvard 
continuednotlong. 

Of all rheſe Statutes before mentioned none remaine in. 
force, but ſome of the braunches of the Statute of K. Herry 
8. now Ithink ir yery neceflary tohandle more copiouſly ſome 
of thoſe particular and ſpeciall clauſes which be ckeded in the 
laſt at againſt v/#rzeasa matter very expedient to be publiſh- ® 
ed,thatmany which knowe not ov eve it extende may *% 
thereby ayoid many extremities. —_ 


13 Elizabeth Regp.( hap. 3 
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Vrgratious Queene £/:zabeth reyealed the former att. 
ofher brother K.Edy. 6. anddoth teyiye the Statute of 
SED» & K.Hepry 
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K. Henry $. inthis fort, that (whereas it is the honour of En- 
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gliſh lawes to be favourable) cheattcof K Hepry ſhould þe 
moſt largely and ſtrongly conſtrued tothe reprelsing of v ſury 
and puniſhing offenders therein. 

In the reſt of thar Statute whichisnow in moſt fgrce there 
be 4.clauſcs or braunches molt ſpecially and neceſlarily to be 
noted and explaned. 


CD UEIEIGIHNGIUTI 


1. Braunch. 


All bondes and contrattes eve. for money or other things 
whereupon ſhall be reſerved or taken above 10. in 
the 100, ſhall be void ct. | 

This is adangerous clauſe in two S1-by his owne fault. | 
reſpeCts,8 may happen toa man C2.by the negligece of others. 

If aman for gripplenefſe will reſerve more then1o. mthe 
100. alchough he never takes it hisprincipall is loſt. And this I 
deeme his owne fault. = 

If the writer deceive amanin the making or dating of a 
Bong withoutthe angy16. mony is loſt akhough he 

adnoſuch meaning, is may happen to a {mmple 
man through the negligence x po Sy pr, abs 


EICRIERIRI RIGID 


Ba! Br anumnc h. 


He that takes above 10. inthe 100. for mony, wares,chc. 
ſhall forfeit thriſe as much, beſides impriſonment , 

| fme, andEccleſiaſticall correttion. 
Thereis difference berweene reſerving and taking Y ſurie, he 
that reſcrucs.it, needenottakeit ynleſſe he will, butif he —_— 
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heisfurcof thathereſerued: itisaleſſer ſimetopromiſe, then 


performeillandalefſchurtto referue,chen to takeY ſarre: ther- 
- fore this clauſe is more ftraightthen the former. A manmay 
hazard himſelfe and his goods herein waics. 
| 1. If amantakesaboyue1o.pound inthe 100. direAly, he is 
conuictedby this branch. 
2. If amantakesaboue 10.poundinthe 100. indireAly, he 
isin great daunger. Cs | 
Indirefraking,is many waiesto betaken: but I willnote 2. 
eſpecially, 


The taking ofmoney but adayleſſe then a yeere, may indan- - 


ger one, &c. 

There was one indebted toan Yſarer inagreat ſome ofmo- 
ney,the borrower dwelling farre off, camea day or two before 
his day ofpayment,and(witha friend of his)requeſted the Yſ@- 
rey to take his money, ſaying that he came farre, and was at 
charges and therefore would gladly giue himi his whole allow- 
ance; after many intreaties the / ſarer tooke his money, but the 
borrower procured himatrebble miſchicte afterward. 


He that takes but 10.pound inthe 100.in money,and thebo. - 


rower beſtows ſome other gift of him, I cannot ſee how ſafely 
the Yjurer may take it without offence to the Law, if the bor- 
rower benotthe better man. I heard it credibly reported of 
one that lent Es AMV. 6 ror Sau. 
expired, and rouided to pay the money, brought not 
_ apr Fr to p ade-thelender toletthem 
haue the money an other yeare,rhey would needs inforce ypon 
= afrce gift by == err ne 
viing a walions, that gal atly mo- 
nyat MP ions importunitic, he tooke1t, but how he was 
vicd afterward by the meanes of theſemenwhich gaue the gift, 
itweretoo odiousto open. It were pitiethat the othe of abor- 
_ rower 
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rower ſhould be any way beneficiallto himſelfe about the thing 
he borrowes, there are many willnorſticke tobeſtow an othe 
if their creditoursdoe but croſſe them, or call for their owne. 
3. One miſtaken worde of awriter, or falſe othe ofa bor- 
rower, may hazardaman herein. 


3 Braunch. 


He that takes abone 10. in the 100. for money or 
wares, ſhall forfeit ſo much as ſhallbe re ſerued 
by way of v ſurie,c3e. 


Hisbranch is more fauourablethenthe former for rwo 
cauſes. 
7. Becauſe the Y ſaver ſhall be puniſhed but with the . 
loſle of that he receiue withour perill of the principall. 

2. Becauſe heſhallhaucnotemporall oreccleliaſticall corre- 
Ction, though helooſcthat which he taketh abone theprinci- 
pall, ſoirbebut,or ynder10.in the 100. 

When K. Henry. did tolerate 10. poundin the 100. many 
abuſed that libertie vader the colour ofthe Law, and when K. 
Edward 6. had vtterly taken away all v/arie, this inconveni- 
encecame, fewe or none would lend becauſe they mighthaue 

» no allowance, whereupon her Maicſtic to auoydethis euill, 
made this remiſsiue clauſe. 
| This 


* not 


A - = 


after aſort to the curteſ1eand conſcience of the borrower :.for 
as the Lawe doth conuift no man without proofe, or take 
knowledge of this offence without information, ſoitisto be 
preſumed, that none can ſo fitly be an approouer as he that find- 
cthhimſelfe gricued,which of neceſgitie muſt betke borrower 
becauſe he payeth the /ſar7e. 


I borrower hath thislibertie by this branch for his owne 
l | 

rt. It hee promiſe ſure, he necde nottopayit vnleſle 
he will. 3 "0 

2. It he pay »ſwr/e, he may recouer it againe if he be 
3. If he bewilling topayvſ#r#e, heisathis owne choice 
to complaine. - #01 | 
| Moſtoftheſecommon,or rather cunning /Yſarers,are come 
to this paſſe, becauſe thelaw alloweth nov ſar#e, they will par 
inn0v7ſe in their bonds;butleantir tothe courteſic ofthe bor- 
rower, if he giveth\'v/# they will caR®FVif none, they will 
note him another time when he ſtandes in neede, and forthis 
cauſe, becauſe they are'doubtfull of tmens dealings, they will 
ut forth their money aboue 3. moneths, thartheborower 
hardly makeany profitable returne of itinſo ſhort time. = 
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- This Brawzch doth allowe no 7 ſarze arall,butdothleaue ir | 
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This Statute doth wot extendnor ſralbe expounded 
to extend unto any allbwances or payments for the 
finding of Orphanes according to the auncient 

rates or cuſtomes of London (5c. 


TT isagodly att,that thoſe ſhould be prouided for that cannot 
| Kiva for themſclues; the Scripture willeth that the father- 
© "leſſeſhould be prouidedfor. K., Hen. 3. K. Hen. 8. andour 
gratious Queene Elizabeth, haue for good cauſes graunted and 
cominued this/allowance : their ance-is 5. inthe 100. 
which Hemingess prooues to belawfull, becauſe itdothnot fall 
into the contraft of Y ſerie : his reaſon isthis, Nam nec tuto- 
res de alieno obligantur mutuare,nec qui mutuum accipiunt, v- 
bi nulla, nec dining, nes naturalis prece ofa obligatio ſeu debi- 
rum, inſte gratitudingm pro accepto beneficio recuſare poſe 


There is great reaſon why allowance may begraunted to 
Men haue' wit and diſcretion to.itnploy their money in ma- 
ny things,though they lend not vpon Y ſarie. With their mo- 
ney they may = houſe andland, and faue by a reaſonable rent, 
varcsandmmoakea reaſonable gaine, or corne or carrell, or o- 
therommodieedcomeanoNeteeoeIoGgs 7 
The orphan as heis yohg in yeares;ſo he isindiſctetion, and 
wants that farc-ſtghr in trading 8 traffiqueinthe world, which 
experience 'of more yeares may bring at mans ſtare. = 
| But itmaybeobieftcd, thatthe orphans money may we 
ic 
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Ploied by an other, ſome other way thenby allowance, ſo it 
'  tnay be alledged, vnleſſe thetutor or gouernour be an honeſt 
. "man, it willneuer beimprooued, but he may impaire it ynder 
colour of many loſles without iuſt cauſe and ſo defeate the pore 
orphan of his portion, therefore very conuenientis thispro- 
viſo; for whatſocuer gayne 1s got by the orphans money by 
others, yer the orphan ſhall be ſure to haue ſome allowance to- 
wards his education during his noneage, and his ſtocke to be 
ſafe at mans eſtate for his maintenance. = 


T have dilated this whole St4- } 1. The knowleage of the ig- 


tute tor rwo caulcs: p-” by 
2. The benefit of the V ſarcr. 

There be many ſimple men which hauing rio inſight into 
this Statute, are not aſhamed to ſay that it alloweth 10. inthe 
100. which indeedeisa mcere ſcandall andſlaunder : for it infli- 
Eteth a kinde of puniſhment, by thelofle of the leaſt //@rie that 
is taken : therefore ſuch as be ignorant of this Statute may now 
know it. | | 
' The Y ſarer may ſee by this Statute, how many aduentures 
he is ſubie& to by lending his money to Vſurie; although he 
doth not quoad eventum like the hucbandmanthat ſoweth his 
ſeede,or £ merchant that croſle the ſeas, adaenture: yet for all 
he doth quoad med:a vic all the beſt meanes toſwe his owne; 
he may be intercepted, and therefore he may learne to imploy 
his money otherwiſe to his benefit as well as others, and albeir 
his gaynes be greater many wates therein then after 10. inthe 
100. it wilbelefle noted, and himſelfe better eſteemed. 
_ The chicfe endeIaymedatinthe diſtribution of rhis Statute 
is, todrav anargutnent fromthe ſameto this cet, * 

Thoſe which write and theake mo#t for V ſarie, ſay it aepenas 
pon the poſitine Law of the lana, MT" | 
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- But the A wi Law of our landadmits noV ſurie, but alby- 


ance for orp 


dT. 4 ——_— TE ”-. +4, Aa 
k ES. NS #1tH oy of / = 4H 


As... -» 
Therefore noV ſurie may be taken of any but allowance for or- 


phans. | 


EUR uInIpd 
Whether Uſurte may be taken 


of Rich-men. 


- ff Anyare of the opinion that ſwrie may be taken of the 
'Y/ | Rich without offence to the word of God, by permiſ- 
fion of the Magiſtrate. 
24.Catvin writing vpon. that place in the 22. of Exod. 1f 
thou lendmaney to my people that is,to the porre with thee, thou 


ſoalt not be as anV ſurer to him,maketh this expoſition : Nox 


niſide pauperibus haberi ſermonem jaeog, (i cum druitibus nego- 
tium ſit , Iiberum ins fenerandi permitti: his reaſon is this, 
Q wj4 legiſlator rem Unam not ando,alteram de qua ſubticet ui- 
aetur non danmari_, he faith by all neceſſarie conſequence, the 
expreſle and ſpeciall prohibition of the poore by name, doth 
giuean intended and intelleQuual permiſsion to others:infomuch 
as he flatly affirmerh in another place v/aras quaſibet ab ſque 
exceptione dammare nulla patitur ratio.otta pre.z75. 

M. Bucer gies many inſtances to this efi&& , which for bre- 
viticI will omit. - | 
_  Hemingeus approaues this kinde of v/arie cuen fromthe 
very lawe of lending : for heſaith, Indigentibus ſol;s gratuita 
mutuatio debetur: & non auaritia inſatiabilt ſervire debet. 

Eucry contraft which in his kind or by circumſtances ought 
tobe free, ttherebe acompactto recciuc any thing beſides the 


prin- 


% 


FE tY _ Or thearſerace of V ſurers, - 

principall eff Y ſararinscontratins, 8 properly this is called - 
ſarie.Ger ſonis regn/a.From hence Hemingens ſaith on eſſe w- 
furarium cotrattum,which by circumſtances ought to be free. 
The free contratt of lending concernes the poore, but if the 
Rich borrow, he ſaith , 4/co Y ſurambic proprit non committs * 
propterea quod beneficinm iſtud fait liberum ad quoanec diuino 
nec naturals inre eras obligatus: and in another place he faith, 
Quid enim peccat qui pro beneficio __—_ gratitudinem,and 
aftirmeth thar it is naturall equitie, thatfor agood turne quod 
non inre debemns another be done,that there may beequalitie. 

Thar the libertic may appeare to be layfull for »f#rze of the 
Rich, you ſhall heare the learned opinions of ſome vpon the 15. 
Þ ſalme. Lord, who ſnallawell in thy Tabernacle: He that hath 
wot ginen forth uponV ſurie. 
M.Calvinſaith, that the natne of Neſeck which Dauid y> 

ſerh,beeing deriued of byting,dedlareth ſufficiently that v ſwrer's 
are condemned fo farre forth asthey draw with them a libertic 
topill andpoll. In another place he ſaith, $/ objciant fencrato- 
res 4 Davide & Ezech.intotum damnari, ſeutentias illas ad 
Eorman charitatis exigt aebere arbitror: ideog, non dammnart 
niſ improbas exattiones , quibus creajtor, poſthabita equitate, 
debitorem ſunm onerat ac premit. 

*D. AEpinus writing vpon the 15. Pal. doth name 3. kindes of 
men, Mendicantium,Indigentinm, 7 corum qui ſunt Locuple- 
#es, and after he hath learnedly and largely handled the matter, 

he concludes thus, #2 tertio ordine non committi vſuram. 
Hemingeus vpon the 15. Pal. faith, thatitis manifeſt thatthe _ 
Plalmiſt doth there ſpeake of biting ſ#r#e,becauſe he doth vic 
this word Neſeck. quod a mor ſu nomen habet: further he ſaith, 
that in this Pſalme is forbidden but thatw ſure que ante in Mo- 
ſe furt interditta, and this is his reaſon, Prophet enim nullans 
 nouan do(Frinam afferunt ſed tantum Moſts ſwnt Interpretes. 
fol. 958. E 2 S. Au- 
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- $. Auguitin hath a ſenſible faying, where thingsaremore 
plainly vitered in the Scripture, there muſt welearne how they 
aret6 be vnderſtoode in oblcure and darke places. Auguſt.'l;b. 
83.queſt. fron hence ſome frame arealon thus; 

tall parts of the Scripture expound onean other(asthey doe 
by the opinion of Chryſoſtome 2. Gen. homil.13.)then yemult 
confider,thatasall riuers runne they neuer ſo crooked, haye re- 
courle from the fountaine as the hcad, fo all future places of 
proote coricerning»v ſerie, ſeeme they neuer{o obſcure, haue 
reference and doe rely ypon the former , which M:Cafuey and 
Hemingeus have expounded before toconcernerhe poore. © 

Thele learned men are to be reverenced for their opinions, . 
becauſe they reconcile themfclues after aſort in their owne fay- 
ings: for whatſocuer they approoucin particular 8 + ro 
ly tor vſurte,they condemne generally by their concluſion. 

M. Calvin ſaith, Pr.eceptum mutuand ab [que farnore, politi- 
cum eſt, and doth no further allow of vſarie thenthelawe of 
the Magiſtrate perminteth. "EY 

Hemingeus prooues ſome Uſarielawtull, but how? js ſer- 
Varuy $45 quan Magiſtratus ſtatwit, -; 

D. AEpinus though he ſaich'in tertio ordine non commtts 
w ſuram, yethe addeth this, modo alzoqut ab equalitate non atce- 
aatur, which is to be appointed by the Magiſtrate. I 
| Thele-men doe no. further defend w/arie then they referre 
- , their tudgements ro the law.of the Magiſtrate,we hauingno 

law to approoue it,their opinions are ſatisfied, 


f 


-. Certaine reaſons why ſomerich men 
= ought nottoborrow'pon Viurie.. - 


W hatſhould moouea Rich man tborov mony,hathhe not 
—_———oum 


"did. 
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cornet® make mony of poles perceives that marketsare litle 


worth; baddberebbrche doth relervc it to that endethe Iewes 


did at Jeruſalem, Amos 8.to make adearth, and not as 1oſeph 
did inE2 ypt to relieve the famiſhed. | 

Another hath great ſtore ofcattell and may fell ſome of them 
for money, but itmay be, .that cattcll beats no pSon,or his 
grounds be ynderſtored. 

Many hane divers other things which they may well forbeare 
and fall; reſpeQ ofany want which they doe ſpareand reteine 
vpon ſome covetous fore-caſts: for they preſume they ſhall 
looſelefleby allowingafter tenin rhe100. for money , then by 
preſent ſale of any of their comoditicsat thoſe ordu Prices. 

Rich-men I confefle may ſomtime want money and borrew 


for good and neceflary conſiderations, but moſt commonly 


larnentable to expreſic 
Oneſeethanhouſe andground of his neighbours that were 
fre belaid ro his ownehe will v(c all the meancs that may be 
ro aveit,(as Ahab did by Naboth hee would necdes have his 
penncngy of eta, was neerc his 
uſe1, King. 27. 2.) if hewants mony to putchaſcit, he will 
take ir vpat Vans. 
> Another hachemred into agreatpurchaſe whichhathacom- 


_ mon appendant to it for the benefire of the poore, which he | 


meanes to aproneto his owne vſe(athing toocommonintheſe 


daies:) thePropher could ſe this in his time: for he faith, They 


covet fieldes, and take them by wiolence : and houſes , and tale 
them away, ſothey oppreſſe aman anahis houſe. Micah. 2.2.1f 
he watts moncy tor wade through puta he willnon fticke 
to viſit the wſurer 

Therebeorhers whichbe the cornioransof a Common- 
weale that borrow mony ofpurpoſe tobuy co corne,to hoord it 


VP 


what cauſe doth 248 5 moſt of them to borrow? alas, it'is 


: N : . -— . << <4 VI 
ror nerd Er ene OI Poe og OO gr Ty ng nn 


Pu Jon r—_— ets 


Mu —_ o23..0 as wa. - | ; 
: a > —_ by - : 
£9 ——- 

"6- £ z2 

: by 


_ 's — ; -” . q - 4. ACS. wo q D ' 
V F, £7 4 ” = yn : : of , 
— - *\ —__=_—_ ; Xx x P , 4 "4 C : 
% © *® % +». Ho - 4 DO” _ 4 Sg Þ » A a) RN. o . 
"Y , = pe ; 4 
© a / l W j 3 = | 


vpto inhauncethe price;to xr iraway to make it ſcarſe, vſing 

all pollicic againſt Gods providence tomakea famineandthere- 

by procure the curſes of the poore, Prov. 28. 

Therebe orhers that borrow mony to conſume in prodigall 
maner, in bravery, banketting, voluptuous living; 8 fuch bke : 
they conſume that in waſt which many poore doth want, the - 
coltly m_ on their backs do fo ſtick inthe mercers bookes, 
and the dainty cates for their bellies, doth ſo ſoake their purſes, 
and the riotous company they keepe is ſacha moath-to their 
mony thar they are inforced throughtollyto reſort tothe v/#- 
rer astheir belt friend, and very gladare they if they may get 
mony:thoughthey obtaincit by pawning rheir jewels,plate,or 
landes. < 

If any of theſe or others like theſe do borrow mony for theſe 
or thelike purpoſes. Hethardoth lend themany dothprocure 
a greatmilchictc, orit he hath any omen of itor ſul- 

_ picionof ſuchapretence, h2is partaker of the finne and curſe 
whereofthe borrower is culpable. Hemzing.faith,weoughtnot 
tolend ro ſuch neither by divine,narural,or humane law,which 
do abuſe mony to theirs and others deſtruftions,his reaſons fol- 
lowes.N am qui occaſionem damni dedit danmum dediſſe vide- 
tur ,quamobrem fit reus alteni peccati ac ſiſiuuns proprium onus 

{i non ſatis eſſet And it appeareth in the Roman.1. 31. thatnort 
oncly the followers bur ach as were fayourers and furtherers 
of evill were reproovedand puniſhed. 

- This inconvenience hath growenby reaſon of lending to the 
Rich, fince they began to borow the law of free-lendidg tothe 
poore hath bin laid alide:for iris now come to this paſſe thatthe 
poore man ſhall ſooner begge then borrow, becauſe the Y ſurer 
thinkeallloſt thatislentto him, or litle to be got by lending vn- 
to him. He that will lend to the rich to ſerve lus ſiniſter commo- 
ditie,vhcn he ought to lead to the poore to ſatisfic his necelsi- 

tic, 
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tie, ſuch thriftisabraunch oftheftby the opinion of D.P. Mar- 
tyr vponthe2.Rom. and allthis mony will but tutne to his own 
milery. 

The/ſurer is taught generally inthe word to lend, moſt eſ- 
pectally to hisncighbour in the time of his neceſsity Syrac. 2.9. - 
Hemingens writing vponthis place, ſaith. Hic aperte ſapiens 
reſtringit mutuationis acbitum ad nece ſsitatis tempus ]ris co- 
manded by Moſes, Thouſhatt lendhim ſufficient for his neede 
which he ph Dew 15,8. It is commended by David,The righ- 
teous is merciful and lendeth Pſal.112.5. Itis imitated of the 
godly; 1 my breethren and ſervants (faith Nehemiah) doe lend 
them money and corne. Nehems. 5.10. 

Sichens we ought eſpecially tolend ro the poore, cuen from 
the very nature ofthe law of lending it ſelfe, it were very neceſ(- 
fary to diſtinguiſh the eſtates of men, thatthe poore man may 
bethe better knowne,thercby to take away all colour of excuſe 
fromthe Y ſarer . SeTad 


A deſcription of ſome ſuch poore men as 
WE ARE COMMAVNDED TO © 
lend nto wuithout V ſarie. 


—He begger that livethof Almes , ſuchan oneas is blind, 
lame, or having other defeRes of nature, to this man we 
_ arepreciſely imoyned to give &not properly ſaid to lend, 


vnleſſe it be tothe Lord. He that hath mercy on the poore Jen- 
deth ta the Lord Prov. 19. for he cannot reſtore that whichhe 
receive. Hercoffaith the Preacher, Caſt thy breadwpon the wa- 
ters. Eccl.11.1.asathing loſt,this isnone of thofe poore-men pro 
perly to whomthe ſcripture willethany greatſumme of mony 
tobe lent,but otherwile to be relicycd. 


Theſe 
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Artifcers «©» 

Theſeare to be A es ( 
- ) Husbanamen 
Young maricamen 


eArtificers. 


Artificer whichhath nothing but his bare fingers and 
rooles to get his living reſpeCting his charge1s to be dee- 
meda poore man: for as cunning without tools can do 
nothing, ſo tooles without wherewith cannot be ſet on work, 
and without worke the man ſhall ſoone begge, yer having 
worke he may live in want. To this man we muſtnot only lend 
withour v ſarze, but (if we miſtruſt him) we muſt take ſach a 
pledgeas he may well ſpare: it appeareth fo in Deuter. 24. 10. 
Thou ſhalt not goe into b; 5 houſe to fetch his pledge but thouſnalt 
ſtandwithout, andthe man that borrowed it of thee, ſhallbring 
the pledge out of the does to thee. And this ſtandeth with great 
realon : forif aman ſhould take his tooles to ogy gi not 
fave ſomuch by borrowing as he ſhall looſe by his worke for 
want of his tooles. 
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inthe number of 


( the poore. 


L 


Labonrers. 


He Labowrinz-man thathath neither houſ&or homeof 
his owacto hold his head in burliverh onely of tus bare 8. 
bodily labour is to be accounteda poore man, whoſe necelsitic 
is ſuch ſometime as he muſt needs borrow, and vpon fuch a 
pledgeas hecannot well forbeare ,as hisgarment or ſuch like, - 
therefore we muſt neither rake w/arze of himnor deteine his 

pledge; for it is written , 1f zt be 4 poore body thou ſhalt not 

fleepe woith his pledge, but ſhalt reftore it when the Sunne goe 
| downe, 


* 41%" 0B an 6h 6; 
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Or the der ace of V farers. ” 
downethat be may ſleepe in his raiment. Deut. 2.4.12. Exod, 
26.and1t is anhorribleching ro withold it; itis this that make 
the Prophet cry out againſt the Rich , They {ie downe wpors 


clothes laiat topledgr, Amos 2.8. & Tobdeſeribing the impie 
of the wicked Elk eriieft 5-4 


They take the pledge of the poore.Job 2.4.9. 


Husbandmen. 


He Hucband-man that hathbut a ſimple cottage of his 
owne and keepetha beaſt or twoupon the common to 
maintaine His charge, is tobe eſteemed a poore man, 
whoſeeſtateis ſuch as miniſtrerh occaſion to borow; to whom 
weoughttolend without /@rie,and yet wemuſt nor take his 
cancifor a pledge: for it is repraoved, You take the willouves 
Oxe popr'> wy lob,24.23. leſt inſodoing we ſooner impove- 
riththenpleaſure him: and itisnomoretollerable chentotake 
thenetheror the ypper milſtone topledge. Dew. 2.4. 6-forthis 
gagcis hisliving. : f | 


Young married men, 
8 2 Young married may that is bare to beginthe world 


and wants wherwith to furniſh and follow his trade , is 

to beeſteemeda poore man: the originall ofthe cuſtome 

ofmoney-matiages was made asamcancfor thebanchit ofnew 

inners, totheend they might gather ſome ſtocke to ſer vp 

withall, (which offrings are now.commonly abuſed amangſt 

thebeucrſort) Forthis cauſe pany SO et ave fro 
the | 24 
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6 The aeath of V ſari, 


. faxmmes ofmony to remaine asa ſtock for ever inthe citiesand 
townes where they dwelt, thatit mighrbefreelylentto benefir 
ſuch poore beginners, therefore Hemingens noteth this tobe 
onego whom we ought tolend withoutw ſ#r7e . | 


He isto bedeemed a poore-man which hathneed 
| to borrow and hathnothing that he may conve- 
Generallys nietnly forbeare to make money of. 
He isarich-man (in reſpeCt ofthe other) that bor- 
; roweth when he hath ſomwhat which he might 
"very well ſpare to make money of. , | 


To take Yarie oftheſe menor ſuch like whoſe poverty ap- 
pearescither in our conſcience or acquaintance, itisa moſt odi 
ousaCt: for not only the word of God butall VV riters do efpe- 
cially .condemne this . The places of Scripture arc before ex- 
prefied; the opinion of ſomeanncient writers follow. © 

An cruactior eſt faith S. Auguſtine : 1s he more cruell that ta- 
keth any thing by force fromthe rich, then he which doth cru- 
cificthe poore with ſarie. + 4 AE 

Nihil v ſuris twrpins. S.Chryſoftamfaith, thereis now ſa- 
r:e more filthy then that which is raken ofthe poore. . | 

V ſaras querere,Jaith $, Jerome. Totake F ſuryof ſuch it is 
all oneto deceive or draweaway by violence. 
Sine ferro dimicat.S. Ambroſe tothatcfie faith hedothre- 
yenge himfſelfe withoutaſtvord that taketh v ſary. 


A pramonition for poore men. 


, Syouarc defiroustoborrowe whien you ncede, {o you 
-\ uſt be carchullro pay when you borrow, although you 
. | ought 


Orthediſgractof V ſurers. > 
ouzhtto pay no v/ſ#ricat all, yerT cannot finde inall the crip- 
tures but that you ought to pay your debts. The Pſalmiſt ſaith, 
Fe wicked borrovveth and payethnot againe . Plal.z7.21.the 
poore widow madea couſcicnce to pay her debts thar had but 
> apitcher ofoyle,for this cauſe the Prophet didincreaſc her oile, 
and willed her firſt rogo ſell ſome of it to pay her debts, 8& ſhee 
and her children toliye of the reſt. 2. King.1.2. there isnow no 
fruition of the 7. yeere of freedome vnlc{le the Creditours of 


thcir conſcience will releaſe their debrs. 
CEIERIRBICRBIERIERIERY 
T he opinion of Writers concerning 
 VSYRIE. 


Barnard calleth vſarie,venenum patrimony, the poyſon 
* of amans inheritance, he ſaith in another place, Quzd eſt 
vſurs legalis? latropradicens quod intenazt ſcilicet rapere. 
S. Chry ſoftome (th, that vſarie in his time wag accompted an 
__ extreme impudencie. hom.57.._ __- __ | 
S. Hierome ſaith, v ſure is a (peciall cry of ſedition. 
S. Baſil ypon the 14. Pſalm. faith that vſ#rie have beene the 
mecanesto bring many an' one. to the halter, his meaning isby 
paying vſ#riethey have growen poore ,and ſo fall aſtealing, 
and atlaſtcome to hanging. 
Inſt inius he Emperour 1n the civill law faith, that to take v- 
f#r:ieisrorob by order and ſufferance of law. | 
— 4. Beza ſaicth, Chriſtian charity forbidderh a man toput _ 
forth mony to vſurze. | 


| « Biſb. Inell (aith,-that vſarie hardencth the heart: it isthe 
curſe of Godand the people. __ | : 
| Fz2  $:Ambroſe 


3s  Thedrathof Vſavie, * © 
S. Ambroſe vponhe 22. of 82ek. faith, Sec how the Prophet” 
hath coupled 7dolatry and-Y farie together that one.mighr 


counterpoiſerhe other uneuill, > "Sp 
Pomerianus ſaith , that vſurie isthepreſem poyſon of the 
Church and commonwealth. of 


the law of 
loue: he rearmesitinanother place , che fire of Ffſurie as athing 
LatFantiusfaith , ct a Chriſtian take this courſe; that in len- 
ding hetake no vſarie,for that is againſt the law of lending, lib. 
6.cap.1$. | 
Vnaprincipalis ratio Bartholomet Sepolitani, againſt ſurie, 
if amanſhould pay for that heborrow, heſhould give increaſe 
for his owne, for he thatlendeth doth transferre the dominion 
andthe yſc together. 
ya MN docthalle the _ reaſon, lending to / ſary 
terfy with 2qualitie : for the rule of zquality faith itigpor 
$4 a makea gaine of another mans goods. 4 _ 
Zathtr complained in his tice that/ ſerie had overthrowen 
wholetountries. = 
Theauncicat Romans for atimeabhorred Y /arz2 as a ſpeciall 
cnormitie, butaker they gave cnitertawment toit, itturned to 
- rotheirdeſtruftion. Hem. EUR : 
:eypt was overwhelmed withwſ@ry,and fo werethe Jarmyns. 
ie Perſians abſtaine it asapraftiſe of lying atd decrit. = 
The Indianrcannotabide nor the French-wem: 
The Eng/tſ-men, haye loathed itas Chronides vecord be- 
_ forethe Danesand Saxons.-- | | 


% 


Muſeslus ſaith,graunt vſary and then rake away 


Moſtcountrics hauc contemnedwſury, sathing very odi- 

ous andagainſtnarure, thereforemany which wereled butby | 
the lighcof nature haue inveyedagainſtit._ 
- Argſotte ſaicth, that v/ary is againſt nature: his _ is 
IS, 


; . B. | w x © . 4 $ 1 44 + * 4 
[ ” — . . þ 7 .F*? - y - 
ut : - « pg 4 n y - , 4 ws. . ; a 4 
. <>» PE ' q 4 by l ny : _ py A © > 
"4 . . ”, "T2 — ” 
Or thee ſerace of V ſavers. 


this, Pecunia natura non poteſt parere ergo Vſuran exp 
Fapere pugnat cum natura + 

Plutarcke ith, that it isagainſt nature to take vſwr/e, for this 
cauſe £x nibilo nihil fit. 

Alphon ſas ith that vſarie is the very death of nature. 
. Catobecing demanded whatit was to take ſ#r1e,anſwered, 
O «idhominem occidere? | 

Platomade alaw,that he which tooke v ſ#rie,he ſhould loſe 
both the principall and thev/arze. And for that it was ſo exc- 


. 


crable, he did expell altv ſure ourof his common-wealth. i 


quinto de legibns. 


I could repeate many othetsto this efteQt,but we may per- 


cciuc how v/ariehath becne eſteemedby theſe; although ic be 

a principle in reaſon, thatrhepraftiſe beeing ill reputed of, the 

itioner can haue no better, yet it ſhall not be atniſle to ſer 

h the difcredible account hath beene made of Yſurers in 
molt ages and times. | 


= 
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How Uſarers hanebeene 


accounted of. 


Emingens beeing a boy, ſaith he could not remember a- 

TÞ boue 2. knowne 7 ſavers inthelande heliuedin, they 

— a while, but their children after them cameto 

ouerticand reproch, fo trues that wer ſe, 

Fo Ex male quejitis non geudtt tertint heres. 

, Inthe12.Centurres 4:chap.itisreported by thoſe that wrote 

- that ecdefuſticall Store, that there was not an / ſ@rer to be 

' foundinallthe countrey; and if anwſ#rer came tobe knowne, 


Mi taniſ-wied-ciled-che dead houfe,bis Gkdethe day 
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__ ſarers, parents were inforced to ſet forth their children to (ale, 
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Brunnion preaching ypon a time to his.people inthe pre- 
fence of "57 by he decnandedit Es were 4 
ſent, not an vſurey would ſpeake: infoinuch as he askedif any 
Scavipger were there: aScavinger madeanſwer he was one: 
hereupon the preacher (aid, the ſcauinger was of better account 
thenthewſarer + for the*Scavinger, was notaſhamed to heare 
and anſwer to his name and title whenhe was called, but the w= 
ſarer was. ED ; 

The / ſ#rers are aſhamed at this day of their ticle, morethen 
other men : ſome write theraſclues gentlemen, merchants : 0- 


thers,grocers, mercers, but they will not writethemſclues //@ 


rers:tor indeede they are aſhamed of the name and word of 2 

ſerie and therefore they haue got theſe fine tearmes : rhey will 
not ſaylettheir money to v/#77c; but to zntereſt,or put t to 1- 
ſans,or they take conſideration, rent,or an honourable reward. 
If they did thinke well of v/#rze, they would never doake it 
ynder other contraQts. 

Dasid praying againſt his enemies, Pſal. 99. wiſheth them 
this plague, Let the extortioner take allhis goods. The Septua- 
ginta,P agne,T remellius and Tunis tranſlate this word extor- 
tioner, Y ſurer. 

Muſcalus commenting vpon the ſame place ſaith, ſee howe 
D aud praicsthat his enemies mightlight in the v ſwrers hands; 
noting thereby whar a curſe it was togoc toanw/urer, and 
howethe wſarer was the mcanes to convey the ſame curſe to 
others. FEAR 

The Prophet Amoschaps. crycth out againſt ſuchasfolde 
the poore for old ſhoes.  Gu«/ter writing vpon thar place faith, 
iris common toall,bur ſpecially to the vſ#rers. . 

S. Ambroſe coraplained in his time,that by the mcanes of v- 
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er bindcthemto captiuitic, for the payment ofthcir debts, and 
ENT MET Tg 


Or the diſerace of V ſarers. ; 
_ yet-neuer came to/p their inheritance: 
© Latther reportsthat Ceſar commided that anwſhrer 
not be countedand iudged by lav an honeſt perſon, 
M. Catvinfaith,itis rare to ſee an hdneſt man andan vſarey. 
Baldus ſaith , anvſareris adcfamed perſon,and ſhallnoten- 
Oy ſuch goodsasareginenhim. 
Hemingens aith,thev/urer might not make an offeringat 
oo. altar , neither was. he preferred todignitic of calledto of- 


” 


baſely accounted of, that no-man will be in hiscompanie, and 
you hall oonerget one togoctoa brothel-houſethen to an v- 
ſarershoule. 


Thecelcbration of a maſſe would neucr ſuffer the vſurey to 


kiſle the paxe; none would fetch fireatan vſarers houſe; the. 


boycs wondred andall men hiſt atanwſ#rer. 
Athicte was better eſteemed then an v ſaver: for athicefe was 


to make but double reſtitution,the v ſurer quadruple. Hemine. 
Tac. 5. 


Platoany to dwell in Grec/a. 


| If theScripture willeth vsto ſhunne things of ill report, what 
account ſhall we make ef an »/#re; that hath ſo bad a reporr. 


Epiphonema. 


Hether we areto regard intheſe VV riters, the time, 
becauſe it is many yeres ſince ſome of them wrotc;or 
the place becauſe moſt are forrain writers, where ty. 


' 
Da 


hoſe which travell thelow Countries ſay the v/arer isſo 


| Licurgus would not ſuffer anſarerto dwell in Sparta, nor 
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